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to export cloth than wool. Cloth was allowed to be exported
after a payment of a duty of less than 2 per cent.; the duty on
wool was as much as 33 J per cent. So drastic was this latter
duty, that in 1424 Parliament had to pass an Act forbidding the
sending of sheep over sea in order to shear them there. It must
be remembered that, in the fourteenth century, England was
practically the only source of wool for western Europe. In the
fifteenth century Spain began to supply large quantities, but
even then it was necessary to have English wool to mix with it.

These measures of Edward III were entirely successful.
During the fifteenth century England changed economically
from a country that exported raw material to one that exported
manufactures. How great the change was can be judged by
the fact that it coincided in time with the agricultural revolution
that turned large areas of wheat land into pasture. Indeed, the
increased demand for wool for English manufacture helped to
bring about the agricultural change. The new industry not only
absorbed the old wool supply, which in Edward Ill's reign
exported some 30,000 sacks annually, but was ready to use; up
as much more as the landowners chose to provide. By 1500
the export of wool had fallen to 5,000 sacks, while the quantity
of wool produced in the country was enormously increased* In
1355 between 5,000 and 6,000 cloths wore exported, by 1500
the Merchant Adventurers alone exported 60,000, in 1509 they
sent out 84,789, and in 1547 the number had risen to over 122,000.

The Aulnage, Since the corner-stone of mediaeval commerce
and industry was supervision, it is obvious that, when a manu-
facture became of more than local importance, the substitution
of national control for municipal was inevitable. When the
State began to control a large exporting industry, the officials
who regulated could no longer be nominees of the mayor of each
little town. The cloth manufacture was the first to undergo
the change. The State office of the aulnager was in existence as
early as the time of Edward I. His business was to ensure
a good quality and a standard length and breadth of cloth,
In early days the English traders objected to his interference